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Thank you for purchasing Robert Winkler’s wonderful book, “An Introduction to Bayesian Inference and Decision, 2nd Edition.” I know that you will benefit from reading the book and working with the material.

On the CD you will find:

· A Beta Distribution Generator, which is an Excel® file. This replaces a very large table in the 1st Edition. I think you will find the computations and the graphs from the “Generator” useful.

· A Binomial Distribution Generator, again, an Excel file which replaces a very large table.

· MS Word® files of the exercises in the book. We did this to facilitate electronic homework submission, as many MBA programs now make extensive use of on-line communication. From a copyright standpoint, you may copy these files only for purpose of electronic homework submission – all other rights are reserved.

· Powerpoint® files containing the figures in the book. We did this because we felt that it would be of benefit for professors and trainers who might want to incorporate some of the figures and/or tables into their lectures. Again, from a copyright standpoint, you may use the figures for academic lecture purposes, but all other rights are reserved.

· TreeAge Data™ decision trees for some of the examples in the book.

· Demonstration versions of TreeAge Data™ and Lumina Analytica™. Data is a useful decision tree software package. Analytica is a powerful object-oriented simulation tool. We hope to eventually have a demo version of Decisioneering’s Crystal Ball™ available in the future…

Please check back with our web site periodically, as we’ll be adding more features which you will be able to download over the next few months. Specifically, we have a Poisson Distribution Generator which is in the development process (although the tables in the back of the book do contain the Poisson Distribution). Also, we have worked through some of the examples within the book in Excel – we just have to finalize these and they too will be available. Plus, we have several other exciting book projects in various phases of development, so please stay in touch!

In terms of errata, there are several graphics in Chapter 4 that somehow did not come out properly. These were OK on the proof copies, so we’re not sure what went wrong. The graphics in the Powerpoint files are correct. We’ll attempt to correct this with the 2nd printing. If you find any corrections or have any comments, please send me an e-mail or a fax. Also, we’d like very much to hear from you as to what you like about the book and what else you’d like to see in future publications and software. 

Best Regards,

Dave Charlesworth

Publisher
